
Quader allays fear 
about proposed 
Digital Security Act 

He tells meeting with media 


The ruling Awami League’s General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader, also the road 
transport and bridges minister, yesterday 
said there is no need to worry about 
the proposed Digital Security Act 2018 
just yet. 

"There prevails a wrong perception 
that the Cabinet has already approved 
the proposed act. In reality, the Cabinet 
has only taken a decision in principle 
about it. It' s now being vetted by the law 
ministry. The Cabinet will take the final 
decision after it comes from the law 
ministry. In the meantime, the matter 
can be discussed with the stakeholders. 
There is no need to panic as the 
proposed act is yet to be passed in 
Parliament," he said. 

Quader said this to reporters after 
attending a view-exchange meeting with 
the owners, editors and CEOs of print 
and electronic media outlets at the 
Bangladesh Press Institute in the capital. 
Information minister Hasanul Haq Inu 
chaired the meeting. 

According to Section 32 of the 
proposed Digital Security Act, if a person 
enters any government, semi-govern¬ 
ment or autonomous organisation ille¬ 
gally and records or helps to record any 
confidential or semi-confidential infor¬ 
mation or document with electronic 
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Students are brought out of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School after a shooting at the institution killed at least 17 people on Wednesday. Inset, 
emotional students released from a lockdown following the shooting embrace each other. ap photos 


17 killed in 
Florida school 
shooting by 
ex-student 

Authorities in Florida could offer no 
explanation Wednesday night as to why 
a former student armed with an AR-15 
rifle opened fire at a high school earlier 
that day, killing at least 17 people, reports 
AFP from Parkland. 

Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel 
identified the gunman as Nikolas Cruz, 
19, a former student at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland who had been expelled for 
“disciplinary reasons,” but was currendy 
enrolled in Broward County Public 
Schools. 

Cruz, whose fellow students described 
him as “troubled,” was arrested without 
incident in the nearby town of Coral 
Springs after the Valentine’s Day 
rampage and taken to hospital with 
minor injuries, the sheriff said. 

“We have already begun to dissect his 
websites and things on social media that 
he was on and some of the things... are 
very, very disturbing,” Israel said. 

“If a person is predisposed to commit 
such a horrific event by going to a school 
and shooting people ... there’s not 
anybody or not a lot law enforcement 
can do about it.’’ 

Israel said both students and adults 
had been killed, 12 of whom have now 
been identified. 

He said at least 14 were taken to 
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Question paper leaks 
continue unabated 

HC forms two probe bodies; 13 arrested in Natore; preventing question 
leak not possible under current system, says edn secy 


BNP set to hold 
another round of 
demonstrations 

STAFF REPORTER 


The BNP will go for another round of 
peaceful demonstrations across the 
country next week, demanding the 
release of party chairperson Khaleda Zia. 

As part of the programme, the party 
will begin a mass signature campaign 
from Saturday, submit a memorandum 
to the offices of deputy commissioners 
(DCs) on Sunday, and stage demon¬ 
strations across the country, except in 
Dhaka, on Tuesday. 

BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir announced the fresh 
programme at a press conference held 
at the party’s headquarters at Naya 
Paltan in the city yesterday. 

The second round of the party's 
peaceful agitation programme ended 
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STAFF REPORTER 


Question paper leaks of the ongoing 
Secondary School Certificate (SSC) exam¬ 
inations apparently continue unabated 
as the Chemistry question papers of 
yesterday’s exam were also leaked and 
found circulating in various social media 
platforms. 

Members of Rapid Action Battalion 
(RAB) detained 13 people, including 10 
students, for their alleged involvement in 
leaking out Chemistry question paper of 


the SSC exam in Lalpur upazila of Natore. 
Following various ‘futile’ attempts by 

Epidemic question leak 
an issue more serious 
than drug addiction, 
observes HC 

the government to stop the question 
paper leaks, Secondary and Higher 
Education Division Secretary Sohrab 


Hossain yesterday said the government 
is now planning to introduce a new 
method of holding public examinations 
from next year, as it is not possible to 
prevent question paper leak under the 
current system. 

Meanwhile, in the wake of widespread 
question paper leaks, the High Court 
yesterday formed two separate commit¬ 
tees —one judicial and another admin¬ 
istrative — to find out those involved in 
SSC question paper leak and to determine 
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PILOT PROJECT 

Prisoners can talk over 
phone from Mar 8 


DEEPAKACHARJEE 


For the first time in the country, the jail 
authorities are going to introduce 


pilot project the same day, the sources 
added. 

Prisoners involved in heinous crimes, 
such as militancy, abduction and 
are not 


"mobile phone facility" x x • snatching, 

for prisoners from MlLLlclIllS, UOlOriOUS eligible for the phone 

March 8 1° stop the use criminals, muggers fac . iUt L 

of illegal cell phones by ’ Assistant inspector 

notorious criminals. not tO get the general of prisons 

As a pilot project, the « „ (admin), Mohammad 

authorities have IUClllty; Jclll SUpeF Abdullah A1 Mamun, 


selected the Tangail ■ 

District Jail for providing the facility, 
sources said. 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is likely 
to inaugurate the facility on March 8. If 
she is not available, home minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal will open the 


told The Independent 
that a prisoner can talk for a maximum 
of 10 minutes with his or her family 
members. He or she can avail of the 
facility twice a month, said Mamun. 

“All phone conversations will be 
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‘Internet 

radicalised 

Momena’ 

STAFF REPORTER 


Bangladeshi student Momena Soma, 24, 
arrested in connection with the stab¬ 
bing of a man in Australia, and her sister 
Asmaul Husna Sumona, 22, are not 
members of any militant organisation 
in the country. They have been radi¬ 
calised through online militant activi¬ 
ties, police have said. 

Monirul Islam, chief of the Counter 
Terrorism and Transnational Crime 
(CTTC) unit of the Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police, said this at the DMP Media Centre 
yesterday (Wednesday). 

Sumona was arrested from her home 
at Kazipara in Mirpur on Sunday and 
then interrogated by the police. 

The two sisters’ involvement with any 
militant organisation in the country has 
not yet been established. 

Momena, the elder sister, was inspired 
by online materials spread by militant 
outfits, including the ISIS and Al-Qaeda, 
Monirul Islam said. 

Momena was arrested by the 
Australian police on February 10. 
Bangladesh Police has been in touch 
with its counterpart in Australia. 

Momena wanted to go to a university 
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Myanmar's Home Minister Lt Gen Kyaw Swe calls on President Abdul Hamid at Bangabhaban in the capital yesterday 
as the former is on a three-day visit to Bangladesh. focus bangla photo 


President wants 
Myanmar to 
ensure safe return 
ofRohingyas 

President Abdul Hamid yesterday urged 
Myanmar to take steps so that the 
displaced Rohingyas can return to their 
homeland in Rakhine with dignity and 
safety, reports UNB. 

He also requested them to create a 
congenial atmosphere and build confi¬ 
dence in this regard. 

President Hamid came up with the 
call when a seven-member delegation, 
led by Myanmar Home Minister Lt Gen 
Kyaw Swe met him at Bangabhaban in 
the evening. 

During the meeting, the President laid 
emphasis on the implementation of Kofi 
Annan Commission's recommendation 
to end the Rohingya crisis. 

He mentioned that a 'joint-working 
group' has already been formed 
following the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) titled 'arrange¬ 
ment on return of displaced persons 
from the Rakhine estate' was signed 
between Bangladesh and Myanmar for 
the repatriation process, and hoped that 
the Myanmar government would take 
initiatives to rebuild their houses as well 
as to give back their property, including 
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Prayer times 


Waqt 

BeginsJamaat 

Fajr 

05:19 

06:05 

Zohr 

12:16 

01:30 

Asr 

04:15 

04:45 

Maghrib 

05:55 

06:00 

Esha 

07:10 

08:00 

Sun sets today 

Sun rises tomorrow 

5:54 pm 
6:30 am 




































